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By Jfaac Bickerfaff E{q; 





From my own Apartment, September 27. 

HE following Letter has laid before me 

many great and manifeft Evils in the 

World of Letters which I had ovet- 

Jooked ; but they open to mea very bu- 

fie Scene, and it will require no final! 

Care and Application to amend Errors which are 
become fo univerfal. The Affectation of Polite- 


) oh is expofed in this Epiftle with a great deal of 


it and Difcernment ; fo that whatever Difcourfes 
1 may fall into hereafter upon the Subjects the Wri- 
ter treats of, 1 fhall at prefent lay the Matter before 
the World without the leaft Alteration from the 
Words of my Correfpondent. 


To Ifaac Bickerftaff E/q; 
s I Ry 


Hee are fome Abufes among us of great Con- 
+ fequence, the Reformation of which is proper- 
ly your Province, tho’, as far as J have been con- 
veriagt in your Papers, you have not yet confidered 
them. Thefe are, the deplorable Ignorance that 
for fome Years hath reigned among our Engli 
Writers, the great Depravity of our Taft, and t 
continual Corruption of our Style. I fay nothing 
here of thofé who handle particular Sciences, Di- 
vinity, aw, Phyfick, and the like ; I mean 


the 
Traders in Hiftory and Politicks, and the Belles on 


Lettres ; together with thofe by whom Books are 
not tranflated, but (as the common Expreffions are) 
Done out of French, Latin, or other Language, and 
Made Englifb. 1 cannot but obferve to you, 
That till of late Years a Grub-freer Book was al- 
ways bound in Sheep-skin, with fuitable Print and 
Yo the Price never above a Shilling, and taken 
wholly by common Tradefinen, or Country 
Pedlars. But now they appear in all Sizes and 
Shapes, and in all Places. They are handed about 
from Lap-fulls in every Coffee-houfe to Perfons of 
Quality, are thewn in Wefminfer-Hall and the 
Court ef Requetts. You may tee them gilt, and 
in Royal Paper, of Five or Six hundred Pages, and 
rated accordingly. I would engage to furnifh you 
with a Catalogue of Englifb Books publifhed with- 
in the Compats of Seven Years patt, which at the 
ft Hand would coft you a Hundred Pounds, 
wherein you fhall not be able to find Ten Lines to- 
gether of common Grammar or common Senfe. 
Thefe Two Evils, Ignorance and Want of Taft, 
ve produced a Third; I mean, the continual 
rruption of our Englifh Tongue, which, with- 
out fome timely Remedy, will Auffer more by the 
fe Refinements of Twenty Years paft, than it 
th been improved in the foregoing Hundred ; 
And this is what I defign chiefly to enlarge upon, 
leaving the former Evils to your Animadverfion. 
But inftead of giving you a Lift of the late Re- 
nements crept into our Language, J here fend you 
the Copy of a Letter I received fome Time ago 
from a moft a¢complithed Perfon in this Way of 
riting, upon which I thall make fome Reinarks. 
is in theie Terms, 


SER, 


€ F Con'd w’t get the Things you fent for all abowe 
,,omn---~ | thit to ba’ come down iny felf, 
and then Jd ba’ brius’nm ; but I han’t don't, and 


From Tuefday September 26. to Thurfday September 28. 1710 


* I believe I can’t do’t, that’s: Poxz---- Tom be- 
‘ gins to gi'mfelf Airs becaufe /e’} going with the 
* Plenipo’s---- "Tis faid, the French King will 
* bamboozl us agen, which Se many Speculations. 
* The Facks, and others of that Kidney, are very 
. appl, and alert upon't, as you may fee by their 
© Phize’s---- Will Hazzard has got the Hipps, 
* having loft to the Zuaz of Five hundr’d Pound, 
‘ th3 he undetftands Play very well, no body better. 
* He has promis’t me upon Rep, to leave off Play ; 
© but you know ‘tis a Weaknets he’s tbo apt to give 
* into, thé he has as mucli Wit as any Man, 20 body 
© more. He has lain incog ever fince---- The 
© Mobl’s very quiet with us now---- I believe 
* you ths Lbanter'd you in my Laft like a Conzery 
‘ Pat---- 1 fha’ wt keavé Town this Momth, &e. 


This Letter is inevery Point an adtnirable Pat- 
tern of the prefent polite Way of Writing; nor is 
it of lefs Authority for being an Epiftle. You may 
gather every Flower in it, with a Tho:tiand more of 
equal Sweetnefs, from the Books, Pamphlets, and 
fingle Papers, offered us every Day in the Cofiec- 
houfes: And thefe are the Beatties introduced to 
fupply the Want of Wit, Senfe, Humour, and Lcar- 
ning, which formerly were looked upon as Qua- 
lifications for a Writer. If a Man of Wit, who 
died Forty Years ago, were to rife from the Grave 

Purpole, How would he beable to read this Let- 
ter ? And after he had pot through that Difficulty, 
How would be be able co underitand it ? The firit 
Thing that ftrikes your Eye is the Breaks at the End 
of almoft every Sentence ; of which I km w no th: 
Ufe, only that it isa Réfinement, and very rrequent- 
ly praétifed. Then you will oblerve the Abbre- 
viations and Elifions, by which Confenents of 
moft obdurate Sound are joined together, with ut 
one foftening Vowel to intervene ; and all this on- 
ly to make one Syllable of two, directly contrary 
to the Example of the Greeks and Romans ; altoge- 
ther of the Gorhick Strain, and a natural Tendency 
towards relapfing into Barbarity, which delights in 
Monofyllables, and uniting of Mute Contonants ; 
as it it obtervable in all the Norshern Languages. 
And this is (ill more vifible in the next Refinement, 
which confifts in pronouncing the firft Syllable in 
a Word that has many, arid difmifling the reft ; 
fuch as Phizz, Hipps, Mobb, Pox. Rep. aud many 
more ; when we are already overloaded with Mono- 
fyllables, which are the Difgrace of our Language. 

hus we cram one Syllable, and cut off the reit; as 
the Owl fatten’d her Mice, after the had bit of their 
Legs to prevent their running away; and if ours 
be the fame Reafon for maiming our Words, it will 
certainly aniwer the End; for 1 am fure no other 
Nation will defire toborrow them. Some Words 
are hitherto but fairly iplit, and therefore only in 
their Way to Perfectiog, as Jacog and Plenipo: But 
ina fhort Time’tis to be — they will be further 
dock’d to Jne and Plen. This Reflexion has fae 
me of late Years very impatient for a Peace, w 


I believe would dave the Lives of many brave 


Words, as well as Men. The War has introduced 
Abundance of Peliiytables, which will never be 
able to live many more Campagnes; Speextations, 
Ss Preliminarics, Ambaffaders, Pallifadoes, 
ommunication, Cireumvallation, Bastalions, ag numes 
rous as they arg’ if they attack us too frequently 
a in 









































in our Coffee-hoinfer, we fhall certainly put them 
to Flight, snd cut off the Rear. 7 

The Third Refinement obfervable in the Letter I 

fend you, confifts in the Choice of certain Words 

invented by fome Pretty Fellows ; fuch as Bunter, 
Baruboozle, Country Put, and Kidney, as it is there a 
plied ; fome of which are now ftrugling for the 
Vogue, and others are in Poffeffion of it. Ihave 
done my utmott for foine Years paft to ftop the 
Progrefs of AZobb and Banter, but have been plain- 
ly born down by Numbers, and betrayed by thofe 
who prcmifed to affift me. . 

In the laft Place, you are to take Notice of cer- 
tain choice Phrafes fcattered , through the Letter ;. 
fome of them tolerable enough, till they were 
worn to Rags by fervile Imitators. You might ea- 
fily find them, though they were not in a different 
Print, and therefore I need not difturb them. 

Thefe are the falfe Refinements in our Style 
which you ought tocorrect: Firlt, by Argument 


and fair Means; but if thofe fail, I think you are. 
to make Ufe of your Authority as Cenfor, and by, 


an Annual Jndex Expurgatorius expunge all Words 
and Phrafes that are offenfive to good Senfe, and 
condemn thofe barbarous Mutilations of Vowels 
and Syllables. In this Jaft Point the ufual Pre- 
tence is, that they fpell as they fpeak ; A noble 
Standard for Language! to depend upon the Ca- 
price of every Coxcomb, who, becaufe Words are 
the Cloathing of our Thoughts, cuts them out, 
and™thapes them as he pleafes, and changes them 
ofiner than his Drefs. I believe, all reafonable Peo- 
ple would be content that fuch Refiners were more 


{paring in their Words, and liberal in their Sylla- 


bles: And upon this Head I fhould be glad you 
would Ucflow ‘ome Advice upon feveral young 
Readers mm cur Churches, who coming up from the 
Univerfity, full fraught with Admiration of our 
Town Politcneis, will needs correct the Style of 
their Prayer Books, In reading the Abfolution, 
they arc very careful to fay pardons and abjolves ; 
and in the Praycr for the Royal Family, it muft 
be, endue ’um, enrich’um, profper ‘um, and briag um. 
Then in their Sermons they ufe all the modern 
Terms of Art, Sham, Banter, Mob, Bubble, Bully, 
Cutting, Shaffling, and Palming, all which, and ma- 
ny more of the like Stamp, as I have heard them 
often in the Pulpit from fuch young Sophifters; fo 
I have read them in fome of thofe Sermons thar have 
made mofi Noif: of late. The Defign, it feems, is to 
avoid the dreadful Imputation of Pedantry, to fhew 
us, that they know the Town, underltand Men 
and Manners, and hive not been poring upon old 
unfafhionable Books in the Univerfity. 

i fhould be glad to {ce you the Inftrument of in- 
troducing, into our Style that Simplicity which is 
the belt and trueft Ornament of molt Shines in 
Lite, which the politer Ages always atined at in 
their Building and Drels, (Simplex munditiis) as 
well as their Productions of Wit. °Tis manifeft, 
that all new, affected Modes of Speech, whether 
borrowed from the Court, the Town, or the Thea- 
tre, are the fivft perithing Parts in any Language, 
aud, as | could prove by many Hundred _Inftances, 
have been fo inours. The Writings of Hooker, who 
was a Country Clergyman, and of Parfons the Je- 
dunt, both im the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, arein 
a Style that, with very few Allowances, would not 
offeid any preient Reader ; much more clear and 
iutelligible than thote of Sir H. Wotton, Sir Robert 
Nasnton, Osborn, Daniel the Hiftorian, and feveral 
others who writ later; but being Men of the Court, 
and affecting the Phratcs than in Fafhion, they are 
often either not to be underltood, or appear per- 
fectly ridiculous. 

What Remedics arc to be applied to the Evils 
I have not Room to confider, having, 1 fear, alrea- 
dy taken up matt of your Paper. Befides, 1 think 
nisour Ofhcgonly torcprefent Abutes, and yours 
torcdrcfs howe Law, wich gyeat Refpcct, 

SIR, 
Tour, 8c. 


Advertifements. 


t The Tro Volume of the Lucusrations 
of Haac Bickerftafl Efq/on a large Letter, in O&tava, beirg now 
in the Prefs; fuch as pleafe to fubferibe for it en 9 Royal 
Paper, to Keep up their Sets, are ceaved to fend their Names 
ro Charles Lilly, Pertumer, the Corner ot Beautord- Buildings ig 
the Strand, and John Morphew near Stationcrs-Hail. 
MOrning- Gowns for Men and Women, of Sith, Stuffs, and 

Callicoe’s (being theGeods of Perjens that failed) wiich were 
to be difpefed of at tze Olive-Tree end Still, are now to be fold at 
the Golden Sugar-Loaf nb one Pair of Stairs, ovcr-ag sinft the Horfe 
st Charing-Crofs ; with a frefh Parcel at very lyw Rates, the Price 
being fet on each Gown, | ee . 

Deinsiny-Dlaces, Gecanters, Crvtts, &e. 

Tiere having of late been many Adverrtitements 

publifhed, ot Flint-Giafs fold at fome particular Places ar 
12 d. per Pound ; Thisis to give Notice, That 12 d. per Pound 
is the Current Price the Shopkeepers ot London and Wcitmin- 
fter do {cll ar. And all Gentlemen and others may, at any of 
the faid Shops, have any Sort of Flint-Glafles, (and Glaflés made 
t) Parrern) at 12 d. per Pound. 


+ *,* This Day is publithed, Thefaurus Theologicus; 


or, A Compleat Syftem of Divinity ; fumm’d up in brict Notes 
upon feleét Places of the Old and New Teftament.: Wherein the 
Sacied Text is reduced under proper Heads, explained, and jl. 
luftrated with the Opinions and Authoritics ot the Ancient Fa- 
thers, Councils, &c. By W. Beveridge, D, D. late Lord Bifhop 
of St. Afaph, in 2 Vol. Price bound ios, Printed torR. Smitn 
in Exeter-Exchange in the S rand ; where may be had the faid 
Bifhop’s Englifh Works in 14 Vol. Price 3 1.7 8, 6 d. 
tH Jott publithed, for the Ule of Schools, Select Sto- 
ries out of Ovid’s Metamorphotis. The 2d Edition, with the 
Addition ot Ajax and Ulyfies out of the 13th Book. Corderius, 
the 2d Edition, with Engiifh Nores likewife. By the Author of 
the Peculiars, Sold by T. Guy at the Oxtoid-Arms in Lombagd- 
ftreer, and J. Churchiil at the Black Swan in Pater-Notler-row, 
Where Phadius, Terence, Caftaliio, atid the relt ot the Bocks 
by the (ame Author, are to ve had. ie 
Notice is hereby given by the Agent for the Captors, 
That there will we expefed to Sac on Tuclday the 3d of 
Oober nexe, at Lleyd’s Cotfec-heute in Lombard-ftreet, at sour 
in the Atrernoon (only one Cesk in a Lot) viz. 57 Bhes, andy 
Tearfes of new Paze French Pontac Clarets, brigne, ftrong and 
trefh, ot the right Flavour, and the Left that has been broughe 
into Englend for many Years pri, detigned tor the French Gee 
nerals in Flanders, bur was taken oy an Englifh Man of War; 
now ina Vaule under the late Pwelling-houie ot Mr. Pym, the 
Corner ot Water-lane in Tower-ftreet.. To be tatted on Satur- 
day the 3oth Inftant, and Monday the 2d of OLtol.r, trom 7.041, 
and from 2 rill §, and all Tuefday rill the Hour cs Sale, Catae 
Je ues fhall be umely cifperfid, by T. Tomkins, “Broker. 
| rhe KR Sale by the Candle, on Thurfday rhe sth of 
Utober next, at Gerraway’s Coffee-houle in Exthange- 
Alley, at Four in the Atternoon (only one Cask in a hur) viz, 
$5 Hhds. and 8 halt Hhds. of .excellent French (Margaux and 
Obdrion) Clarets, desp, bright, {trong, and of the true Flavour, 
nest and entire, pertect fine, and fic tor Bottling ; lying ina 
Vaule under Clothworkers-Hall in Mincing-lane. To be feen 
and tafted on Tue(day and Wednefday next from 7 to 1, and 
trom 2 to 6, and ali Thurfday till the Hourot Sale. To be fold 
by Thomas Tomkins, Bioker, in Seething lane, between Tower- 
ftreet and Crouched-Fryars. 
Small Parcel of Pxtures belonging to a Perfon of 
Quality lately deceafed, will be fold by Auction at the late 
Dutch¢fs ot Devonfhire’s Houle in the Haymaiker near Picca- 
dilly, to Morrow being the 29:h ot this Inftanr Seprewmber, . The 
Sale will begin ac 10 in the Korenoor. ‘The Pictures to be feen 
this Day, and Catalogues had ar the Place of Sale. 
BObee Tea, made of the-beft Green Tea, tindtured 
with the fame Materials Foreign Boheg is tinctu:ed with, in 
Goodnefs litele inferior to the beft Foreign Bohee Ted. Sold at 
16 s. a Pound, by R.Fary only, ac the Bell in Gracechurch ftreet, 
Druggift. Chocolate made ot the bett Nuts, ground very fine, 
2s.6d. a Pound ; Chocolate with Sugar, 1s, 8d. a Pound, Te 
a Quantity further Encouragement. 
THIS isto give Notice, That Mr. Peters’s Sale of 
Houfes in Glocefter-{treet, of 1000 !. for Halt a Crown, be- 
ing near full, will be drawn within a Fortnight ac tarthel. 
Tickets are to be had at Mr. Marrote’s inMevonfhue-itreer, with 
out B fhopfgate ; Mr. Meafures, Milliner, near Serjeane’:-lon, 
Flee:-ftreet ; Mr, Hill’s, Goldimith, in Bedtord-Buuding:, Ce- 
vent-Garden ; Mr. Andrews’s, Glover, in Charles-Court in the 
Strand; 2t Child’s Coffce-houfe in Set. Peul’s Church-yard; 
Mr, Lillic’s at the Corner of Beauford: Buildings in the Stand; 
Mr, Blandies, Gri cer, in Devonfhire ftreer, Red-Lion-fields 5 
Mr. Seai’s, Ironmonger, in Stanhop.-ftreer, Clare-markes; and 
at the other Places mentioned in the l’repotals. 
THE Twelvepenay Sale of Plate and other valuable 
Goods ac Mrs. Stokes’s in Crown Court in Kutiel-threet, Co- 
vent-Garden, will be draun on Thurfday the sih of Qetober 
There being fome few Tickets to be difjofed of, they may be 
had ac the Place aforefaid. 
PErpetual Office at London-ftone foryraifing Monty 
upon Marriage. Real Security is given, sud now Expt 
rience fhews, that any tingle Pertons in Cicy or Country, ft 
6 d. Entrance, and 2 s. per Quarter, may gain trom 40}. to 4col. 
as per Propolals, and the Mengy always punctually paul wit 
out Delay. In the Jike Manner by the fame Aushor, 6 dB: 
trance, and 28. per Quarter, for Apprentices to ice up. Ale 
for the double Benefic ot lithe C iden, trom their Bivih to 9° 
ven, and from Scven to Fow teen Years of Age, as by Propolas 
given gratis at the faid Office. In all which a good Progisis § 
already made. 


—_————e 
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Sold Ly John Morphew near Stationrs-Hall s where Advertifements arc taken it 
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